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tract of land, where twenty or thirty farmers lived, together
with their cottagers and labourers in their several cabins,
became all desolate, and easily managed by one or two
herdsmen and their boys; whereby the master-grazier, with
little trouble, seized to himself the livelihood of a hundred
people.

It must be confessed, that the farmers were justly punished
for their knavery, brutality, and folly. But neither are the
squires and landlords to be excused 3 for to them is owing
the depopulating of the country, the vast number of beggars,
and the rum of those few sorry improvements we had.

That farmers should be limited in ploughing is very
reasonable, and practised in England, and might have easily
been done here by penal clauses in their leases} but to
deprive them, in a manner, altogether from tilling their lands,
was a most stupid want of thinking.

Had the farmeis been confined to plough a certain
quantity of land, with a penalty of ten pounds an acre for
whatever they exceeded, and farther limited for the three or
four last years of their leases, all this evil had been pre-
vented , the nation would have saved a million of money,
and been more populous by above two hundred thousand
souls

For a people, denied the benefit of trade, to manage their
lands in such a manner as to produce nothing but what they
are forbidden to trade with,1 or only such things as they can
neither export nor manufacture to advantage, is an absurdity
that a wild Indian would be ashamed of; especially when
we add, that we are content to purchase this hopeful com-
merce, by sending to foreign markets for our daily bread.

The grazier's employment is to feed great flocks of sheep,
or black cattle, or both. With regard to sheep, as folly is
usually accompanied with perverseness, so it is here. There
is something so monstrous to deal in a commodity (further
than for our own use) which we are not allowed to export
manufactured, nor even unmanufactured, but to one certain
country, and only to some few ports in that country/ there

1 The laws prohibiting the importation of live cattle into England,
and the lestrictions as to the woollen industry, were the ruin of those
who held land for grazing puiposes. [T. S.]

3 The Act of 10 and n William III., cap. 10, was the final blow to